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desperate longing for political independence. The animosity
which they gradually developed towards their conquerors
proves nothing beyond their native intolerance, and the long
duration of Persian rule. No doubt a satrap did not have to
treat them very badly for them to find his rule insufferable.

Under the Seleucids, on the other hand, Israel had to put
forth all its strength to resist the Hellenistic influences which
were primarily threatening its religious customs. Hence the
resistance assumed a religious character, under the leadership
of the priestly class. At last, when the danger became too
urgent, under Antiochus Epiphanes (d. 164),1 a rising broke
out, the revolt of the Maccabees.

This was the beginning of a Holy War, in which Israel
managed to regain a measure of political independence, and
accepted the domination of the family through which Jahweh
had manifested his power. Under the Hasmonsean Maccabees,
who were both kings and priests,2 from 167 to 4*0 B.C., Jewish
life remained, as was inevitable, essentially religious. But under
the Roman rule during the reign of the Herods, who curried
favour with the victor by accepting his customs, there was a
recrudescence of the old latent hostility, that attitude of
smouldering hatred against the Gentile and the foreigner,
whom the Jews always suspected, though without cause, at
least at the time of the birth of Jesus, of harbouring designs
against their ritual customs and their beliefs.

Thus during the five centuries preceding the birth of Christ
Jewish energies seem to have been wholly focussed on one
object, that of retaining their religious individuality at all
costs. This all-absorbing interest led to the production of
two significant phenomena, brought about, however, more by
the force of circumstances than by any preconceived plan.
These were (1) the organization, partly political, of the priestly
caste, and (2) the increased attention paid to legalism and to
the strict observance of the law, which had now come to be
regarded both as the irrefragable barrier which separated the
Jews from the goyim, and as the guardian of the faith and hope
of Israel.

1 For the whole period, cf. LXXV, i, 165 ff.

2  Jonathan was the first to assume both titles at once.
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